
SAFETY MEETINGS  /  HAND TOOLS

SAVIOR Supplies  |  saviorsupplies.com  |  361-356-0711 Page 1 of 2  |  October 2026

Utility Knives and Box Cutters
Introduction
Utility knives and box cutters are simple but dangerous tools, responsible for many hand lacerations
each year. Most injuries occur when workers rush, cut toward themselves, or use dull blades.
Preventing injuries requires focus and proper cutting techniques.

Hazards & Controls
Cutting toward your body : Always cut away from yourself and others.

Dull or damaged blades : Stop and replace the blade as directed by the manufacturer. Use the safest
blade type and minimum exposed length that will do the job.

Unsecured materials : Stabilize the object being cut before starting.

Safety Reminders
Retract blades when not in use.

Dispose of blades in designated sharps containers.

Wear the task-specific hand protection selected by the employer. Cut-resistant does not mean
cut-proof; keep the free hand and others clear of the cutting path.

Engagement Questions
Why is a dull blade more dangerous than a sharp one?

How should used blades be disposed of safely?

Sources and use notice
CCOHS: Working with sharp blades

These materials are general educational suggestions, provided as is. They may contain errors or omissions and are not a complete safety
program, professional advice, or a substitute for required training. Employers and users must independently verify the information, assess site
hazards, and follow current applicable requirements and manufacturer instructions before use. To the extent permitted by applicable law,
SAVIOR Supplies disclaims warranties of accuracy, completeness, and suitability and liability for loss, injury, or damage arising from use of
these materials. Nothing excludes liability or rights that cannot lawfully be excluded. Attendance does not establish competency. Not an OSHA
publication or endorsement.

https://www.ccohs.ca/oshanswers/safety_haz/sharp_blades.html
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Meeting Record & Sign-In
Utility Knives and Box Cutters

Company: _______________________________ Date: ____________________

Jobsite: _________________________________ Presenter: ________________

Time / duration: _________________________ Crew / shift: _______________

Site-specific hazards and controls discussed

Printed name Signature
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Follow-up action / responsible person / due date

Signatures record participation only. They do not establish competency, certify compliance, or waive rights. Retain completed sheets under
company policy. Print additional copies for larger crews.


