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Pinch and Crush Hazards

Introduction

Many hand tool tasks involve risks of pinching or crushing fingers. These injuries are painful and can
be long-lasting. Awareness and safe work practices reduce the risk of getting caught in moving or
closing parts.

Hazards & Controls
Pinching fingers between jaws of tools : Keep hands clear of moving parts.

Heavy tools or materials : Use suitable handling aids, secure supports, and a planned landing area. Do
not place fingers beneath a load.

Unstable workpieces : Secure work before applying force.

Safety Reminders

Use task-appropriate gloves where specified, but never rely on gloves to prevent crushing. Keep hands
out of closing gaps, under suspended loads, and away from moving machinery.

Communicate clearly with coworkers during team lifts.

Inspect grips and handles for secure attachment.

Engagement Questions
What are examples of pinch hazards with pliers?

How can unstable workpieces create crush hazards?

Sources and use notice

OSHA: Machine guarding requirements
OSHA: Hand protection

These materials are general educational suggestions, provided as is. They may contain errors or omissions and are not a complete safety
program, professional advice, or a substitute for required training. Employers and users must independently verify the information, assess site
hazards, and follow current applicable requirements and manufacturer instructions before use. To the extent permitted by applicable law,
SAVIOR Supplies disclaims warranties of accuracy, completeness, and suitability and liability for loss, injury, or damage arising from use of
these materials. Nothing excludes liability or rights that cannot lawfully be excluded. Attendance does not establish competency. Not an OSHA
publication or endorsement.
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https://www.osha.gov/etools/machine-guarding/introduction/general-requirements
https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1910/1910.138
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Meeting Record & Sign-In

Pinch and Crush Hazards

Company: Date:
Jobsite: Presenter:
Time / duration: Crew / shift:

Site-specific hazards and controls discussed

Printed name Signature

N

(o2 BN &) RIS SN )

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

Follow-up action / responsible person / due date

Signatures record participation only. They do not establish competency, certify compliance, or waive rights. Retain completed sheets under
company policy. Print additional copies for larger crews.
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