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Tool Maintenance and Inspection

Introduction

Proper maintenance and inspection ensure tools remain safe and reliable. A poorly maintained hand
tool can fail at the worst possible time, leading to injuries or delays. Regular care extends tool life and
builds worker confidence.

Hazards & Controls

Loose parts or cracks : Inspect before each use and at the intervals required by the manufacturer and
site program. Tag and remove damaged tools from service.

Rust and corrosion : Clean and protect tools as the manufacturer directs. Keep gripping and striking
surfaces free of oil that could cause slipping.

Improper sharpening : Follow correct procedures to maintain cutting tools safely.

Safety Reminders
Document inspections when required.
Return tools to storage in clean condition.

Only trained, authorized persons should perform permitted repairs using correct parts and procedures.
Replace tools that cannot be restored safely.

Engagement Questions
What is the risk of using a corroded tool?

How often should hand tools be inspected?

Sources and use notice

CCOHS: Hand tool desian and condition
OSHA: Hand and portable tool condition

These materials are general educational suggestions, provided as is. They may contain errors or omissions and are not a complete safety
program, professional advice, or a substitute for required training. Employers and users must independently verify the information, assess site
hazards, and follow current applicable requirements and manufacturer instructions before use. To the extent permitted by applicable law,
SAVIOR Supplies disclaims warranties of accuracy, completeness, and suitability and liability for loss, injury, or damage arising from use of
these materials. Nothing excludes liability or rights that cannot lawfully be excluded. Attendance does not establish competency. Not an OSHA
publication or endorsement.
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https://www.ccohs.ca/oshanswers/ergonomics/handtools/tooldesign.html
https://www.osha.gov/laws-regs/regulations/standardnumber/1910/1910.242
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Meeting Record & Sign-In

Tool Maintenance and Inspection

Company: Date:
Jobsite: Presenter:
Time / duration: Crew / shift:

Site-specific hazards and controls discussed

Printed name Signature
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Follow-up action / responsible person / due date

Signatures record participation only. They do not establish competency, certify compliance, or waive rights. Retain completed sheets under
company policy. Print additional copies for larger crews.
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